The birth and infant death certificates of Japan have the following variables in common: infant nationality (Japanese, non-Japanese), day of birth, day of mother's birth, sex, gestational age (in weeks), birth weight, multiplicity, birth order and sex. However, while birth certificates are filled in by physicians attending birth, infant death records are filled in by medical examiners or physicians stating death, thus in death certificates data on birth characteristics (gestational age, birth weight, multiplicity and birth order) as well as mother's day of birth, are more likely to be erroneous or missing compared to those reported in birth certificates. In our dataset we were able to match only 88% of the death certificates to a matching birth certificate by using deterministic data linkage.
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Among 100,175,196 birth certificates, 25,413 were uniquely matched with one death certificate each, and 22 birth certificates were matched to 11 death certificates (two each). Thirty eight death certificates were not matched to any birth certificate.
Thus, we excluded the 22 (<0.001% among 100, 175, 196) birth certificates which were matched to multiple death certificates and 49 (0.2% among 25,491) death certificates which were not uniquely matched to a birth certificate, and used the remaining 100,175,174 birth certificates linked to 25,413 infant death certificates for the analysis. eTable 1. Differences between infant death of early neonate (day 0-1, day 2-6) and late neonate (day 7-27) Death by internal cause (n=11,708)
Death by external cause (n=185) 
